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The message for October 18 2020 

Our scripture reading for today is Matthew 22:15-22; the Pharisees went and 
plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16 So they sent their disciples to him, along 
with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the 
way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do 
not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay 
taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are 
you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” 
And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, 
and whose title?” 21 They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give 
therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things 
that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and 
went away. 

Have you ever wondered why the Pharisees did everything in their power to trick 
Jesus? In today’s reading this is exactly what they were trying to do. They were 
trying to entrap Jesus to either stand up for God or to stand up for the emperor. 
No matter how he was to answer their question, they were hoping to get Jesus in 
trouble. If Jesus stood up for God, they would get Jesus in trouble with the 
emperor. If Jesus stood up for the emperor, they would disgrace him with the 
followers of God. They were hypocrites for sure, but this does not explain why 
they were trying to trick Jesus.  

This brings us back to my question. Have you ever wondered why the Pharisees 
did everything in their power to trick Jesus? The simple answer to this is that the 
Pharisees did not like change, something that many of us do not like.  You see, 
although Jesus was teaching the works and word of God just like the Pharisees, he 
did his teaching differently. He took the same scrolls that the Pharisees were 
using and showed the people of his time new ways of understanding them. Ways 
that meant change for the way the Pharisees were teaching and understanding 
God. The Pharisees were very angry about this. Jesus was impacting their lives, 
their way of living, their own authority and it also meant that they would have to 
re-learn and become students again. All things that created animosity towards 
Jesus. 

2000 plus years later, in our ever-changing world we too have perhaps become 
complacent in our faith and our following of God. For some reason, like the 



 
Pa

ge
2 

Pharisees, many of us have placed God in this nice little neat box as to what God 
means to us. What God does for us. What God has done in the world. We may 
forget, just like the Pharisees did, that the bible stories of creation are not yet 
finished. Many feel that because the bible was written long ago and nothing has 
been added to it, that God has stopped creating and working through the many 
people throughout the world.  

Yet each day I read stories of people showing great compassion, love, mercy, 
grace or doing the good deeds that Jesus has called upon all of us to do. Each day 
I can see people projecting great faith in their responses to the many challenges 
that we are facing, both physically or mentally. Each day I see how nature itself 
has been slowly healing itself even in the midst of various parts of the world 
deteriorating. Some of these events, occurrences or people’s actions are 
unexplainable. These are all examples of how God is working amongst us now. 
God should never have been put into a nice little neat box. God is truly beyond all 
understanding. This means that what we might believe to be our understanding 
and beliefs in God today, may change tomorrow depending on how God is 
working in our lives that day.  

It is said that the bible is a living, breathing book of wisdoms. I believe this to be 
true. I find that depending on what is happening in your life at the moment you 
are reading a specific reading from the bible you may have a very different 
understanding of what the word is saying to you. As a minister who creates 
messages following the lectionary (using the entire bible over a three-year 
period), when I restart after three years, I am amazed at how different the 
message is based on a reading that I used 3 years prior. The reason for this is the 
fact that the world has changed and the bible reading show us or brings out new 
wisdoms relevant to that point in time.  

Our challenge with this way of thinking is that it takes God out of the nice little 
box. It means God is still creating and working in our lives. It means we all have a 
lot more to learn and understand about how God’ love and grace works. It also 
means as a community of faith we should be constantly evolving, changing and 
adapting as God continues to move in our lives.  

I know many of us do not want to hear this, just like the Pharisees did not like 
how Jesus was trying to move the people of his time forward with new 
understandings and ways of God’s love.  
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Change, evolve or adapt are words that we struggle with, just like the Pharisees 
did. We need to understand that in order for our faith to continue to be passed 
on to the coming generations, we have to open ourselves to the possibilities of 
how God is continuing to create in and through our lives. We need to not reject 
how Jesus is guiding us to new ways of sharing our faith, even when it means 
changing or evolving or adapting. Let us not be like the Pharisees who rejected 
Jesus. Let us go forth in faith in this ever-changing world loving our neighbours, 
sharing the gospel in new ways and letting God out of the nice little neat box that 
we placed God in. Praise be to God who continues to create in and through our 
lives. 

 

God Bless 

Pastor Paul 

 


