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The message for September 27 2020 

Over the past several months many of us have been staying very close to home 
and for good reason. These strange times have made us a bit weary of travelling. 
The sad reality about staying close to home has been that there has been a lot of 
TV watching. We have watched all sorts of shows. Things we would have never 
considered watching, just because we have seen just about everything that TV has 
to offer. Several of the shows that many of us have seen are the home 
improvement shows. Specifically, the shows about flipping houses. Now, there 
are really good house flippers. They are the ones that do not necessarily make the 
most on the sale. They are the ones who when they renovate make sure that the 
house is fixed properly. If they take out a wall, they put in the correct structural 
beam. If there are electrical problems, they bring in the professionals to re-wire 
the house. If there is a plumbing or heating problem, again they bring in the 
professionals who know the codes and how to fix the problem. These houses are 
worth looking at when they go up for sale. Then there are the first-time flippers or 
the flippers who try to do everything themselves, not hiring the experts in specific 
areas of the renovation. They only worry about the cosmetic part of the build. The 
problems behind the walls are not their concern. That will become the problem of 
whoever buys the home. Profits are all that counts. Sadly, there are other shows 
whose only focus is to expose the second type of house flippers. Those who cut 
corners. In the end buyer beware! 

Now you may wonder why I bring up these house flippers and how the different 
groups fix up houses in different ways. Well, I think our scripture today reflects a 
bit of our house flippers, the good and the bad. Our scripture today comes from 
Matthew 21 and it goes like this - 28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he 
went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He 
answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The father[a] went 
to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 
31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness 



 
Pa

ge
2 

and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed 
him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

This parable that Jesus tells us is one spoken to the religious leaders of his time. 
The ones who were supposed to be the people who were examples of 
righteousness. They should have been like the builders who would correctly repair 
and follow the building codes for those who went astray. They were the ones who 
were to devote themselves to studying, teaching and keeping the word of God. 
Yet Jesus questioned the work they did. You could say Jesus is the builder who 
exposes shabby work and those who cut corners in the build. Sadly, Jesus was 
using this parable to expose the leaders who controlled the Temples and the 
Synagogues. The ones who declared those to be “righteous” and who was 
branded a “sinner.” Yet, they themselves were less than righteousness. Maybe, in 
today’s time, they would have been the ones who were cutting corners and 
blaming others when things were going wrong. 

Let me explain, in Jesus parable. A father asks a son to go work in the vineyard 
and he refuses, but then changes his mind and goes. This son is the one who 
although may not have seen the problems behind the walls as he began his 
renovation knows he has to fix up the house properly, and does so because it is 
the right thing to do. This is the person whose house you would not mind 
purchasing.  The father asks his second son to go to work and he says yes, but 
then doesn’t go. This is like the one who knows there are problems behind the 
walls of a fixer upper house but chooses to just paint the walls and hope the 
problem does not occur while in their possession. The house we do not want. In 
this parable I believe that Jesus was telling us that the chief priest and elders of 
the temple were not necessarily like the good house flippers, but more like the 
first-time flippers, hiding who they really are. 

In fact, they showed their true colours when they asked Jesus about his own 
authority. Matthew 21 also says this – 23 When he entered the temple, the chief 
priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By 
what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 
24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, 
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then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of 
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one 
another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 
him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard 
John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to 
them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

They were clearly not being straightforward. They were more worried about 
maintaining their power and prestige and about how they looked to other people, 
than about actually practicing the way of life that Jesus called “the way of 
righteousness”.  

Jesus is telling us the same thing. We are to be the house flipper who repairs 
everything correctly the first time. We are to follow Jesus’ call to be caring, to be 
compassionate, to be respectful and most importantly be the one who follows the 
golden rule of loving thy neighbour and we are not to judge others. Jesus is telling 
us not to be like the chief priests and hide our bad behaviours behind the walls of 
fresh paint.  

This is a very hard lesson for all of us. For we have all been guilty at times of 
hiding that, which is unbecoming of righteousness, just to save face or look good 
to others. 

So, our challenge today and every day is to do our best to stay away from judging 
others and to focus on doing what is right. Ours is to be like the builders who 
follow the codes and repair what is needed, and to do our best to do what is right 
when sharing our lives with others. 

 

Let us pray………………………………. 

 


